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CONSERVATION CENTER GROUNDBREAKING  
 GROUNDBREAKING FOR 

NEW 

CONSERVATION  

CENTER  

PLANNED AS PART OF  

ANNUAL MEETING 

The Claunch-Pinto Soil and Water Con-

ÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ "ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ 3ÕÐÅÒÖÉÓÏÒÓ 

cordially invite you to their Annual Meet-

ing scheduled for October 2, 2009 at 

ρρȡππ ÁȢÍȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÌ ÉÎȤ

clude a groundbreaking ceremony for the 

New Conservation Center.  The meeting 

and ceremony will be held at the new 

building site, located about one mile 

south of town on the east side of Highway 

55.  (Directional signs will be posted.)  

The District, now past the initial funding 

and planning stages for this New Conser-

vation Center, has entered into the site 

preparation stage.  Working with State 

and Federal Agencies, The District looks 

forward to securing the final funding 

necessary for this project.  A completion 

date of late of 2010 is anticipated, with 

the possibility of additional structures 

added on in the future.                                                         

Also scheduled,  NMSU Horticultural Spe-

cialist, Curtis Smith will speak on Water 

Saving Techniques in Your Gardens.  And a 

representative from SWCA Environ-

mental Consultants will be present to 

update the community on their Fire & 

Watershed Monitoring Projects.  Lunch 

will be provided, courtesy of the District.  

There will also be raffles and free ollas. 

We encourage all members of the com-

munity to attend.  This event will provide 

an opportunity to meet with the 

Photo:  David Cain 

)Æ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÁËÅ ÃÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄȟ ÉÔ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÔÁËÅ ÃÁÒÅ 

ÏÆ ÙÏÕȟȱ #ÁÉÎ ÔÏÌÄ Á +/!4 ÔÅÌÅÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÃÒÅ× ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙȢ 

The crew was filming Cain as part of a feature that 

was recognizing the American cowboy. New Mex-

ÉÃÏȭÓ 3ÅÎÁÔÏÒ *ÅÆÆ "ÉÎÇÁÍÁÎ ÈÁÄ ÃÏ-sponsored a 

U.S. Senate resolution designating July 25, 2009 as 

the day for such recognition, and it seemed appro-

ÐÒÉÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÃÏ×ÂÏÙÓ ÁÒÅ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ 

ȰÇÒÅÅÎȱ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȢ !ÎÄȟ ÁÓ -ÏÕÎÔÁÉÎÁÉÒ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÃÏÎȤ

ÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎÉÓÔ ,ÏÕÉÓ +ÉÎÇ ÓÁÉÄȟ $ÁÖÉÄ #ÁÉÎ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ȰÒÅÁÌ 

ÄÅÁÌȢȱ  &ÒÏÍ ÃÏÒÒÁÌÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÖÙ ÏÆ ÁÎÙ 

rancher - to fencing one should take pride in ɀ and 

most importantly healthy, powerful looking cattle 

and rapidly improving rangeland ɀ Cain runs an 

operation that is worthy of the highest praise.  

District Board and Staff, to obtain a variety of infor-

mational materials discussing many conservation 

topics, and to stay informed in regard to the pre-

sent and  future programs the Conservation Dis-

trict is involved in.  Please R.S.V.P. at 847-2243 

 

)Æ 9ÏÕ $ÏÎȭÔ 4ÁËÅ #ÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÎÄ  

David Cain of Mountainair, New Mexico, has wis-

dom that may belie the fact he is a beginning 

rancher ɀ but it comes from a heritage that is 

steeped in the home place where he hopes to live 

for a long time.  

Ȱ(Å ÉÓ Á ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓÉÖÅ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌÉÓÔȟ ÏÒ Á ÔÒÁÄÉȤ

ÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓÉÖÅȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ +ÉÎÇȢ Ȱ7ÈÉÌÅ ÙÅÓÔÅÒȤ

ÄÁÙȭÓ ÒÁÎÃÈÅÒÓ ÓÔÒÉÖÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÃÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ 

land and stock as best as they could, ranchers 

like Cain have available to them newer, bet-

ter technology ɀ and while they may use the 

best science that is available, if science devel-

ops something better I bet the David Cains 

×ÏÕÌÄ ÁÄÏÐÔ ÉÔȢȱ 

The Cain Ranch suffered from intense pinon-

juniper infestations when David took over 

ÁÎÄ ÈÅȟ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ .2#3ȭÓ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ 

Quality Incentive Program (EQIP), has 

launched a major rangeland restoration ef-

fort.  Concurrently, he has laid pipline, in-

stalled water facilities (both storage tanks 

and troughs), and done cross-fencing to es-

tablish the infrastructure necessary to imple-

ment a sound grazing management system 

ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ÓÐÒÅÁÄȢ  7ÈÉÌÅ #ÁÉÎȭÓ ÒÁÎÃÈ ÉÓ Á ÓÔÅÌÌÁÒ 

example of wise management, Cain notes 

that ranching is still tough business.  

(Å ÊÏËÅÓȟ Ȱ"ÅÈÉÎÄ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÒÁÎÃÈÅÒȟ ÉÓ 

a soul-ÍÁÔÅ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ Á ÊÏÂ ÉÎ ÔÏ×ÎȢȱ $ÁÖÉÄȭÓ 

wife, Brenda, works as a veterinarian.  

#ÁÉÎ ÁÌÓÏ ÈÁÓ ÓÏÍÅ ÁÄÖÉÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÇÅÎÅÒÁȤ

tion of FFA students, and that is to work on 

different ranches and see first hand what 

works. See different ways of doing things.  

It is ranchers, like Cain, who are taking ad-

vantage of the Environmental Quality Incen-

tives Program and other Farm Bill measures 

ÔÏ ȰÇÒÅÅÎȱ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁ ɀ and in the process 

bringing sound conservation science to 

Mountainair and the rest of New Mexico. 

 

(FROM NRCS CONSERVATION SHOWCASE) 
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As chairman of the Central NM Co-

operative Weed Management 

Area, I am initiating a campaign to 

eliminate this noxious weed from 

our area and I call on each of you 

for your help.  

The Tree-of-Heaven, unfortu-

nately, has a lot going for it.  In ad-

dition to its deceptively alluring 

common name, it is a fast growing, 

drought tolerant deciduous tree 

that thrives in a wide range of soils 

and open habitats.  The Tree-of-

Heaven grows up to 80 feet tall 

with large, vibrant green com-

pound leaves that provide an in-

teresting texture to any landscape 

design.  No wonder it was first in-

troduced to this country in 1784 

as an ornamental tree in Philadel-

phia, PA.  By 1840 the Tree-of-

Heaven was being sold in nurser-

ies in many parts of the country.  

In addition, numerous Chinese 

workers brought this Chinese na-

tive tree with them to California 

during the gold rush in the mid-

ρψππȭÓȢ 

Also known as ailanthus (from its 

scientific name, Ailanthus altis-

sima), Chinese sumac, stinking su-

mac, paradise-tree, and copal-tree, 

the Tree-of-Heaven is currently 

widely naturalized in most states 

and was officially added to the 

New Mexico noxious weed list ear-

lier this year.  It is clearly a non-

native invasive species that thrives 

in urban and roadside settings. A 

prolific seed-producer, the winged 

dry seeds may be carried through 

NOXIOUS WEED ALERT:  THE TREE OF HEAVEN 
  By:  Jerry Melaragno, Claunch-Pinto SWCD Board Supervisor  

painting the stumps with an 

herbicide that will penetrate the 

root system (but not active in 

the soil) or by slashing the 

trunk in several places and 

carefully squirting herbicide 

into the wounds. With its dis-

tinctive large compound leaves 

and stout chestnut brown twigs 

the Tree-of-Heaven is easy to 

identify at any time of the year.  

Please be on the lookout for this 

invasive tree and report any 

sightings directly to me at jerry-

mel@wildblue.net or to the 

CPSWCD office.  We will be 

happy to work with you to re-

move the trees, assist in the 

planting of an appropriate re-

placement tree, or, if you 

choose to keep an established 

tree as a specimen tree in your 

landscape, work with you to 

eliminate root sprouts and the 

spread of seed.  With your help, 

we can eliminate infestations of 

this noxious weed in our area.  

the air for miles as well as being 

spread by water, birds, and vehi-

cles.   

Its seed germination rate is unusu-

ally high and this species also 

propagates extensively by root 

sprouts.  Consequently Tree-of-

Heaven often forms thickets that 

choke out native vegetation.  In 

addition, the tree produces a 

chemical that is released into the 

ground which inhibits the growth 

of  many other plants. 

The Tree-of-Heaven does grow in 

Mountainair as well as other parts 

of Torrance County, but it is not so 

widespread that its elimination is 

not feasible.    It can be treated me-

chanically by cutting down all 

trees and then continuously pull-

ing new root sprouts or chemically 

by cutting down all trees and   


