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NOXIOUS WEED ALERT: THE TREE OF HEAVEN

By: Jerry Melaragno, Claunch-Pinto SWCD Board Supervisor

As chairman of the Central NM Co-
operative Weed Management
Area, | am initiating a campaign to
eliminate this noxious weed from
our area and | call on each of you
for your help.

The Treeof-Heaven, unfortu-
nately, has a lot going for it. In ad-
dition to its deceptively alluring
common name, it is a fast growing,
drought tolerant deciduous tree
that thrives in a wide range of soils
and open habitats. The Tre®f-
Heaven grows up to 80 feet tall
with large, vibrant green com-
pound leaves that provide an in-
teresting texture to any landscape
design. No wonder it was first in-
troduced to this country in 1784

as an ornamental tree in Philadel-
phia, PA. By 1840 the Treef-
Heaven was being sold in nurser-
ies in many parts of the country.  |ts seed germination rate is unusu-
In addition, numerous Chinese ally high and this species also
workers brought this Chinese na- propagates extensive|y by root
tive tree with them to California sprouts_ Consequenﬂy Treef-
during the gold rush in the mid  Heaven often forms thickets that
pymmoO8 choke out native vegetation. In
Also known as ailanthus (from its addition, the tree produces a
scientific name,Ailanthus altis- chemical that is released into the
sima), Chinese sumac, stinking su-ground which inhibits the growth
mac, paradisetree, and copaltree, of many other plants.

the Tree-of-Heaven is currently  The Treeof-Heaven does grow in
widely naturalized in most states  Mountainair as well as other parts

and was officially added to the  of Torrance County, but it is not so
New Mexico noxious weed list ear-yidespread that its elimination is

lier this year. Itis clearly anor  not feasible.
native invasive species that thriVGSChanica”y by cutting down all

in urban and roadside settings. A trees and then continuously pull-
prolific seed-producer, the winged jng new root sprouts or chemically
dry seeds may be carried through py cutting down all trees and

the air for miles as well as being
spread by water, birds, and vehi-
cles.

painting the stumps with an
herbicide that will penetrate the
root system (but not active in
the soil) or by slashing the
trunk in several places and
carefully squirting herbicide
into the wounds. With its dis-
tinctive large compound leaves
and stout chestnut brown twigs
the Tree-of-Heaven is easy to
identify at any time of the year.
Please be on the lookout for this
invasive tree and report any
sightings directly to me atjerry-
mel@wildblue.netor to the
CPSWCD office. We will be
happy to work with you to re-
move the trees, assist in the
planting of an appropriate re-
placement tree, or, if you
choose to keep an established
tree as a specimen tree in your
landscape, work with you to
eliminate root sprouts and the
spread of seed. With your help,
we can eliminate infestations of
this noxious weed in our area.

It can be treated me-
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