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Prescribed Burns to continue in the Thunderbird area when conditions are favorable

Albuquerque, NM, November 23, 2016 - Fire officials on the Mountainair Ranger District may 
conduct a prescribed burn south of the Thunderbird private property in the Manzano Mountains 
as early as next week.  170 acres within the Thunderbird Ecosystem Management Project area, 
located south of Forest Road (FR) 275 and east of FR 422, will be treated only if conditions are 
favorable.  This prescribed fire can be initiated any time in the next month when weather, wind, 
and fuel moisture levels are within a range that will allow fire managers to achieve the desired 
objectives.  An adequate number of fire personnel and equipment will be on hand to safely 
implement and monitor the burn through its entirety.  

This burn is primarily designed to reduce the amount of flammable woody materials in an area 
that was previously thinned.  It will also promote forest health by reintroducing fire to a 
landscape that historically burned on a regular basis, improving watershed and wildlife 
biodiversity, and helping to protect nearby private properties from future wildfires.       

Nearby roads may be temporarily closed to ensure both public and fire fighter safety.  Closed 
areas will be marked with signs.  Smoke impacts are possible even though every effort will be 
made to minimize them.  Smoke may be visible from State Highways 131 and 55, FR 422, FR 
253, and FR 275.  Areas potentially impacted by smoke include the Estancia Valley, the west 
side of the Manzano Mountains, the Tijeras area, and State Highways 217 and 337.  Please 
drive with caution since visibility might be impacted.

For more information, please contact the Mountainair Ranger District at 505-847-2990.
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