
Fall 2015

CPS\vCX)
CP Soil and Water
Conservation District:
promoting the use of
conservation practices and
resource management methods
to enhance watershed health
and productivity.

Save tlae flate
'What: CPSITCDAnnual
Meeting

'#rnen: Ocrober 14, zotj

Vrhere: Dr. Saul Center

Mountainair, NM

RSVP before October 9,2ot5
by calling 5o5-847-2243.

.&{orrntainair
cllanru::::i G-**:
The Mountainair Community
Garden is in need of old, leaky
stock tanks that are in good
enough condition to hold
plantings of herbs and flowers.
lf you have one you are looking
to replace or get rid of, please
contact Tamra Hays at
847-2855.
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Rsrmero Co!"Iaborative S'orest
Restoration Frograrm.

Firewood cut in Red Canyon of the Manzano Mountains is
warming homes from California in the west tfuough Oklahoma
and Texas to Pennsylvania in the east, This is the end result of a
forest thinning and watershed restoration project conducted by
Romero Firewood and its partners or.Tro acres of ponderosa pine
forest within the Cibola National Forest. The overall goal of the
project is to reduce the danger of fire by rhinning the forest.
Using a combination of mechanical and hand thinning methods,
employees harvest selected trees less than 16 inches in diameter.
The slash, or woody debris, is allowed to decompose in order to
restore the soil and prevent erosion. Wood from the harvested
trees is then split, packaged, and sold as firewood. Larger trees,
harvested from private land, can be used as vigas and lumber.

Partners in rhe project include Romero Firewood, Claunch-Pinto
Soil and Water Conservation District, Mountainair Ranger
District, Cibola National Forest, S$7CA Environmental
Consultants, Estrada Collaborative Resource Management,
Mountainair Hrgh School, New Mexico Forest Industries
Association, and the Narure Conservancy
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W"hat is USDA-NRCS?

By April Luna, Soil Conservationist

The United States Department of
Agriculture has multiple agencies and
one agency is the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (USDA-NRCS).
The NRCS, formerly known as the Soil
Conservation Service, was created as
a national response to the Dust Bowl
catastrophe ofthe 1930's. Hugh
Hammond Bennett, the agency's first
chief, convinced Congress that soil
erosion was a national problem.
Bennett explained to Congress the
need to have a permanent agency
within the U.S. Department of
Agriculture that specifically responds
to private landowners' stewardship
opportunities and responsibilities.

The NRCS staff is available to assist
local private land owners with
technical assistance. This helPs
private landowners make more
effective and efficient use of their
natural resou rces. Technical assistance
supports customers to decide which
conservation practices and systems
will work best for them while keeping
within their budget. This planning
assistance ranges from a site specific
plan to one that covers a larger
geographic area. NRCS assists local
producers to make the best and cost
effective decision based on resource
needs.

Contact the Mountainair NRCS office
for more information or assistance on
your private land at 505-847 -2941 .

USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs
and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and rvhere applicable, sex
(including gender identity and expression),
marital status, family status, parental status,
religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs,
genetic rn{ormation, repri:al, or because a1l or
part of an individual s inconte is derived {rom any

public assistance program. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.)

Fall 2015

I.{ew"W'orkshops
Harvesting Rain'Water and Preserving SoiI Resources

Cody Stropki and SWCA Environmental Consultants are
preparirlg a workshop that addresses concerns about water
availability and soil conservation; mitigates effects of water
scarcitf Participants will learn to calculate values of stormwater
runoff from rooftops, ways to collect and store stormwater
runoff, and erosion control techniques. Theywill construct both
an active and a passive rainwater harvesting system at the
Claunch-Pinto Conservation District office. These systems will
also serve as demonstration proiects. Details about time and date
will be available soon.

Outreach at Mountainair High School

S'S7CA Environmental Consultants will also be developing
workshops and field trips for srudents at MHS. Students will
learn about'watershed protection, forest restoration, and career
opportunities.

Noxiou$ Iff€ed Alert
Poison Hemlock
Poison hemlock grows in
moist pastures and
meadows where it
competes with desirable
native species. All parts of
the plant are poisonous,
but the seeds contain the
highest concentration of
poison. Even inhaling near
the plant can cause a toxic
reaction. Poison hemlock spreads by seed dispersion, so

controlling seed production controls the spread of the plant.
Plowing and repeated cultivation prevents poison hemlock from
establishing. The hemlock moth is an approved biological
control. For more information see the CP website.

I

hrtp ://www.claunchpinto.org/Doc siPO I SONHEMLOCK.pdf
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SEIIVICES,.NVAILABLN
FORTHE GENERAL
PUBLIC

Fall 2015

With the exception of holidays and inclement weatheq the Claunch-
Pinto Soil and Water Conservation District regular meeting of the
Board of Supervisors will meet on the first Friday of each month at
8:oo a.m. at the District Office,lzo6 South H$(Y55.

Dec 4, zor5 Jan 8, zo16 Feb 5, zo16
Apr r, zo16 May 6, zotS jn 3, zot
Aug 5, zot6 Sep 9, zo16 Oct 14, zot6

CURRENT tsOARD OF SUPERVISORS TERM EXPIRES
zot5
2ar5
2Ot7

2or5
2o17

Appointed
Appointed

Felipe Lovato Jr., Chairman
William Caster, Vice Chairman

Jerry Melaragno, Secretary/freasurer
LeRoy Candelaria

J. Brian Greene
Richard Shovelin
Dan'Williams ................

DISTRICT STAFF:
Dierdre Tarr, District Manager
Vernon Kohler, Field Technician
KaisaJones, Bookkeeper

John Sisneros
Mathew Chavez
Manuel Lopez

VOLUNTEER STAFF:
KatherynThylor
Kim Kostelnik
Carla Cope
Nancy Lockridge
Thmra Hays

NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION SERVI CE
Kenneth Lujan, Resource Conservationist
April Luna, Soil Conservationist
Brandon Bishop, District Conservationist, Team 5

Cost-share Programs

Subdivision Reviews

Vegetation ldentification
Licensed Pesticide Applicators

Handout lnformation on:

Rangeland Management

Wildfire Risk Reduction

Noxious Weed Management

Noxious Weed Calendar

Children's Conservation

Watershed Health

Sorl Lrosron Lontrol
Backyard Composting

EOUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES

Wood Chipper ( Please call to
reserye and rent) $150/Day

Buffalo Grass seed -$18.00/lb &
Blue Grama grass seed

Mountainair Valley, Southwest
wildflower seed & Maximillian
Sunflower seed -$2.00/oz

Ollas ( Terra cotta jars used for
subsurface irrigation systems)
1/2 gallon--$'18, Mini olla-
$5.00

Wildlife Escape Ramps - $30
each.

Nov 6, zorS
Mar 4,zot6
Jul 8, zo16
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PERI.ITT HE, ?
Cl,aunch- Pinto SoiI &'Water
Conservation District

P0. Box rz9
rzo6 South HWY55
rMountainair, NM 87q6

Phone: Saj-847-2243
Fax: 5o5-847-o615
Email:
Dierdre.Thrr@nm.nacdnet. net

www.claunchDinto.ors

@lo,tn.*{*rDi*tta
agrt a irtla oeralttatret SlalrlEl

Plr Ea* !.8, t-?n* 5€s nE*$? ** E rr*.br|, ffi Aiflf
!*:ffif-rtB te *et-Satsti

xrfr.(hd,H$BrerI
rest Speakers:
Joe Diar chief Meteoroloslst at KOAT /Channel 7
Kefry JoneS Warnlng Coordinatlon Meteorologirt

At NOAA-National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administratlon & the National Weather Service

Cody Stropki watershed scientist at swcA Environmental consultants

RESERVE il{E DATE - OGT. L4IH,2OL5
505847-2243

CPSWCD Annual Report
Informatlon on Dlstrlct Protects & Servlces

Compllmentary Lunch, Awards, Door Prlzes and Morel

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BOX HOLDER
MOUNTAINAIR, NM 87036
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